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Geochemistry and tectonic significance of mantle peridotites from the
Laangcuo ophiolite massif, southwest Tibet

XU De-ming, HUANG Gui-cheng and LEI Yi-jun
(Yichang Institute of Geology and Mineral Resources, Yichang 443003, China)

Abstract: The Laangcuo ophiolite massif situated in southwest Tibet and the western part of the Yalung Zangbo
Suture Zone (YZSZ) consists of mantle peridotites and intruded basaltic dikes. The Laangcuo peridotites exhibit
a typical porphyroclastic texture as well as melt impregnation and metasomatism textures. Cr™ values of spinel in
peridotites vary broadly from 0.32 to 0.70. Most of samples are LREE-enriched ones associated with increasing
HFSE, but a few samples are LREE-depleted. The former underwent a high degree of partial melting (15% ~
23% ), whereas the latter experienced a slight partial melting (~10% ). These features show that the Laangcuo
peridotites were formed by partial re-melting of MORB-type depleted peridotites during the subduction and re-
formed by interaction between the melt and the residual mantle, but they were not residues of pyrolite formed
directly after the single-phase partial melting. As a result of different degrees of mixing and metasomatism be-
tween the melt and the residual mantle, peridotites of different degrees of maturity were formed. Petrographic
and geochemical studies of the Laangcuo peridotites provide new evidence for the formation and evolution of the
Tethys oceanic basin represented by the YZSZ ophiolite zone.
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Fig. 1 Simplified geological map of Laangcuo ophiolite massif and its adjacent areas
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Table 1 Petrographic and mineral chemical data for Laangcuo mantle peridotites
Ol Opx Cpx Sp Cr* Sp Mg® Sp Fo Ol
DL38-2 Du 91 8 0 0.8 0.44 0.66 91.26
DL63-1 Du 91 7 1 1.0 0.40 0.62 90.47
DL83-2 Du 90 6 3 1.0 0.42 0.63 90.59
DL280-1 Du 93 6 0 0.8
DL418-1 Du 91 7 1 1.0 0.41 0.58 91.38
DL549-1 Du 90 8 1 1.0
DL601-3 Du 90 8 1 1.0 0.52 0.58 90.63
DL609-1 Du 90 7 2 1.0 0.53 0.58 91.13
P7-1 Du 94 5 0 0.8
P15-1 Du 94 5 0 1.0
P21-1 Du 91 8 0 1.5
DL12-1 Hb 88 10 2 0.5 0.70 0.45 90.30
DL18-1 Hb 76 20 4 0.5 0.42 0.61 90.61
DL39-1 Hb 87 10 3 0.4 -
DLA43-1 Hb 83 13 4 0.5
DLS58-1 Hb 82 15 3 0.4 -
DL62-1 Hb 83 14 3 0.6
DL484-1 Hb 88 9 1 2.0 0.36 0.64 90.63
DL602-1 Hb 87 11 1 1.0
P12-1 Hb 88 9 1 2.0
PLO-1 Hb 81 15 4 0.5
PL7-1 Hb 79 15 5 0.6
PL9-1 Hb 84 13 2 0.8
PL2-2 Lz 77 16 6 0.9 0.32 0.70 90.18
Hb— Du— Lz— Ol— Opx— Cpx— Sp— Cr?
Sp =Cr Cr+Al Mg® Sp =Mg Mg+Fe?" Fo Ol =100xMg Mg+ Fe
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Table 2 Microprobe analyses of various minerals from Laangcuo mantle peridotites

SO, T,  ALO;  CnO;  FO* MO MgO CO NO GO  NaO KO Total G Mg®

PL2-2 Lz 0.31 39.23  28.06 14.88 0.15 16.78 99.41  0.32 0.70
DLI2-1 Hb 0.21 0.02  15.23 52.67 21.26 0.72 9.10 99.21  0.70 0.45
DL54-1 Du 0.36 0.04 18.25  50.53 19.32 1.02 10.70 100.22 0.65 0.51
DL58-2 Du 0.21 0.12 31.06 36.80 15.37 0.53 14.87 98.96 0.44 0.66
DL63-1 Du 0.35 32.46  36.24 15.82 0.14 14.64 0.08 99.73  0.43 0.64
DL66-1 Du 0.36 32.30 3539 16.99 0.43 13.88 0.24 0.14 99.73  0.42 0.6l
DL83-2 Du 0.41 33.16 35.58 16.81 14.86 0.08 100.90  0.42 0.63
DLA18-1 Du 0.51 33.07 34.46 18.05 0.42 13.10 0.25 0.10  0.02 99.98  0.41 0.58
DLAS4-1 Hb 0.38 37.11  31.78 15.14 15.04 0.29 0.30 0.04 0.02  100.10 0.36 0.64
DL601-3  Du 0.27 0.05  26.40 41.85 17.77 0.72 12.71 0.19  0.06 100.02  0.52 0.58
DL609-1 Du 0.37 25.02 4274 17.37 1.03 12.42 0.29 0.13 99.37 0.53 0.58

SO, TiO, ALO;  CnOs  FO* MO MO  CO NiO CaO  NaO KO Total Fo

PL2-2 Iz 40.65 0.03 0.18 0.01 9.56 0.10 49.21 0.05 0.00 0.04  99.81 90.18
DLI2-1  Hb  40.24 0.14 0.11  9.45 0.13 49.32 99.39  90.30
DL54-1  Du  40.12 0.18 8.97 0.15 49.65 99.07 90.80
DL582  Du  40.54 0.21 8.55 0.01 50.06 0.05 0.03  99.45 91.26
D631 Du  40.59 0.3 0.16 9.4 50.09 100.59 90.47
D661 Du  41.06 0.28 9.10  0.08 50.24 100.76  90.78
D832  Du 40.76  0.05  0.26 9.17  0.21  49.50 0.01  99.96 90.59
DI4181  Du  40.94  0.26 8.31 49.44 0.19 99.14  91.38
DI4A84-1  Hb  40.71 0.25  9.09 49.33 0.29  0.01 99.68  90.63
DL601-3  Du  40.57 0.17 9.07 0.05 49.18 0.20  0.19 99.43  90.63
DL609-1  Du  40.92 8.56 49.34 0.61 99.43  91.13

SO TO, AW ROy FO' MO MgO GO NO GO NaO KO Towl  Mg®

PL2-2 lz 54.44 3.57 091 5.85 32.53 2.48 0.11  99.89 0.91
DLI21  Hz  36.87 1.45  0.72 438 0.11 31.11 4.77 99.41  0.93
DL54-1  Du  56.3¢ 0.19 1.25 0.44 5.81 34.51 0.26  0.56 0.01  99.37 0.91
DL582  Du  55.89 2.95  0.53 565 0.17 33.65 1.37 100.21  0.91
D631 Du 35518 0.2 267 047 531 030 30.69 5.53 100.37  0.91
DL66-1  Du  54.94 261 059 599 0.21 33.95 0.57 0.04  98.90 0.91
D832  Du  35.26  0.02 257 0.62 58 0.14 33.99 0.62 0.01  99.05 0.91
DI271-3  Du  56.87 .50 0.2  6.57 33.41 0.26  0.87 100.00  0.90
Di484-1 Hb  56.05 3.01  0.70  5.66 34.10 0.37 99.89  0.91
DL601-3  Du  55.51 2.4 0.75  4.65 29.77 6.29 0.1  99.50 0.92
DL609-1  Du  54.76 229 0.86 6.14 0.3  33.29 0.27  0.69 0.51 99.15  0.91
SO, TO,  ALO;  CnO; FO* MnO MO GO NO GO NaoO KO  Tord Mg”

PL2-2 Lz 52.16 426 1.12  3.85 0.05 19.65 17.77 98.86  0.90
DLI2-1  Hb  35.43 0.99 095 1.8 0.11 18.21 22.28 99.80  0.95
DL34-1  Du 5475  0.02 1.30 0.5 2.08 0.14 18.77 21.66 99.31 0.9
DL5382  Du  54.36 278 111 2.2 0.11  17.44 22.53 100.35 0.9
D631 Du  53.74 0.16 211 0.8 210 0.11 17.77 2.2 0.04  99.14 0.94
DI66-1  Du  53.69 0.08 233 1.15 214 0.05 17.35 22.40 99.19 0.9
DI832  Du 53.40 0.06 3.12 1.27 248 0.30 17.61 21.39 0.14  99.77 0.93
DI271-3 Du  54.69 0.01  1.40 1.24 2.31 17.42 22.89  0.07 100.03  0.93
DI484-1  Hb  353.69 213 054 215 18.89 0.33 21.55 0.09  99.37 0.94
DL601-3  Du 52.32 2,62 1.36 210 0.27 17.07 23.29  0.14 99.17  0.94
DL609-1  Du 53.06 0.03 243 1.06 243 0.14 17.86 22.62 99.63  0.93

FeO* Mg"=Mg Mg+Fé" fF=Cr Cr+Al F&*  Fé* Fo=100XMg Mg

+Fe Mg" =Mg Mg+Fe Du— Hb— L—
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Table 3 Analyses of major wy % and minor elements wy 107° for Laangcuo mantle peridtites
DLI2-1 DI43-1 DLS8-1 DLS82 DLe2-1 DLe3-1  DL83-2 PL2-2 PL7-1 PL9-1 DLIS-1  DL39-1
Hb Hb Hb Du Hb Du Du Lz Hb Hb Hb Hb
SO, 44.86 40.42 41.19 44.08 41.98 45.22 44.38 42.06 43.42 42.58 40.14 41.34
TiO, 0.058 0.027 0.010 0.009 0.013 0.006 0.022 0.030 0.031 0.037 0.036 0.023
ALOs 0.45 1.03 1.16 1.03 1.19 1.10 1.06 1.61 1.40 1.18 1.87 1.91
Fe,O5 1.85 1.47 1.12 0.54 1.49 0.33 1.02 1.83 1.35 2.19 2.02 2.19
FeO 7.26 5.70 6.66 7.54 6.26 7.64 7.72 6.85 7.30 6.38 5.27 6.29
MnO 0.130 0.120 0.120 0.130 0.130 0.130 0.130 0.130 0.130 0.130 0.120 0.130
MeO 42.17 38.83 39.92 43.31 39.81 43.22 43.78 38.47 41.77 40.38 36.18 37.49
CaO 0.55 1.16 1.27 1.54 1.70 0.90 1.24 1.70 1.64 0.85 2.26 1.89
Na,O 0.015 0.027 0.016 0.010 0.011 0.010 0.018 0.014 0.016 0.024 0.051 0.040
KO 0.005 0.010 0.005 0.003 0.007 0.003 0.009 0.003 0.003 0.003 0.009 0.017
P05 0.003 0.004 0.003 0.002 0.003 0.003 0.005 0.002 0.004 0.004 0.004 0.004
Cr,05 0.467 0.390 0.345 0.478 0.464 0.242 0.471 0.440 0.473 0.409 0.365 0.261
NiO 0.327 0.286 0.302 0.345 0.286 0.314 0.338 0.303 0.318 0.322 0.266 0.271
CoO 0.016 0.012 0.015 0.016 0.013 0.015 0.017 0.015 0.016 0.016 0.012 0.013
1.20 9.92 7.19 0.18 6.74 -0.20 -0.19 5.32 2.26 4.08 11.13 8.28
99.36 99.41 99.33 99.21 100.10 98.93 100.02 98.78 100.13 98.58 99.73 100.15
ALO; SO, 0.010 0.025 0.028 0.023 0.028 0.024 0.024 0.038 0.032 0.028 0.047 0.046
MeO SO, 0.94 0.96 0.97 0.98 0.95 0.96 0.99 0.91 0.96 0.95 0.90 0.91
Rb 0.271 0.442 0.267 0.254 0.375 0.253 0.261 0.265 0.272 0.266 0.756 0.586
Sr 0.954 0.286 0.432 0.343 0.352 0.293 0.358 0.156 0.205 0.863 3.072 0.895
Ba 7.993 4.251 6.806 0.821 4.503 4.071 4.793 0.429 3.257 0.509 6.244 0.348
Ti 43.27 156.52 53.06 52.01 59.12 41.51 34.40 87.55 62.02 63.62 200.02  184.80
Th 0.015 0.006 0.013 0.015 0.010 0.010 0.008 0.018 0.011 0.017 0.008 0.011
U 0.004 0.001 0.002 0.008 0.009 0.001 0.002 0.006 0.002 0.010 0.000 0.003
Nb 0.034 0.015 0.029 0.037 0.021 0.021 0.014 0.021 0.013 0.025 0.256 0.025
Zr 0.347 0.087 0.172 0.175 0.139 0.125 0.136 0.157 0.138 0.114 0.154 0.317
Hf 0.009 0.004 0.006 0.006 0.002 0.006 0.003 0.008 0.005 0.004 0.017 0.009
Co 121.8 102.1 106.7 117.9 105.3 117.8 116.1 106.5 111.5 111.4 96.7 103.5
Ni 2001 1721 1723 1933 1738 1865 1897 1811 1801 1862 1519 1610
Cr 2961 2447 2397 2528 2798 2608 2530 2451 2500 2321 2273 2401
A% 34.06 36.42 49.32 40.49 58.62 57.30 49.18 59.74 56.40 36.20 69.47 69.87
S 7.57 7.90 10.51 8.85 11.92 12.32 11.37 11.28 11.39 8.17 12.36 12.17
Y 0.14 0.31 0.27 0.21 0.23 0.18 0.15 0.51 0.30 0.22 1.12 0.89
Pb 1.49 1.04 0.57 4.71 1.01 0.48 0.46 0.95 1.14 0.60 1.68 0.48
La 0.031 0.017 0.025 0.026 0.026 0.023 0.015 0.031 0.023 0.026 0.015 0.018
Ce 0.083 0.049 0.067 0.062 0.074 0.050 0.045 0.058 0.050 0.068 0.041 0.058
Pr 0.011 0.005 0.005 0.008 0.007 0.005 0.004 0.005 0.005 0.007 0.007 0.008
Nd 0.053 0.018 0.023 0.028 0.021 0.021 0.015 0.018 0.021 0.025 0.041 0.045
Sm 0.013 0.007 0.007 0.007 0.006 0.005 0.006 0.011 0.006 0.010 0.030 0.025
Eu 0.005 0.004 0.004 0.003 0.002 0.002 0.003 0.005 0.003 0.003 0.014 0.010
Gd 0.018 0.019 0.014 0.008 0.017 0.005 0.010 0.032 0.013 0.010 0.089 0.063
Th 0.003 0.004 0.003 0.002 0.004 0.002 0.002 0.007 0.004 0.003 0.019 0.012
Dy 0.022 0.040 0.038 0.033 0.031 0.028 0.015 0.068 0.044 0.034 0.153 0.129
Ho 0.006 0.013 0.012 0.010 0.009 0.008 0.007 0.021 0.014 0.008 0.042 0.035
Er 0.020 0.056 0.042 0.037 0.040 0.033 0.027 0.070 0.059 0.036 0.156 0.110
Tm 0.003 0.009 0.009 0.007 0.008 0.006 0.006 0.013 0.009 0.007 0.025 0.020
Yb 0.025 0.064 0.076 0.061 0.072 0.048 0.050 0.082 0.085 0.047 0.182 0.152
Lu 0.004 0.008 0.014 0.010 0.011 0.010 0.007 0.016 0.015 0.010 0.028 0.023
>REE 0.297 0.311 0.339 0.300 0.327 0.244 0.212 0.435 0.352 0.294 0.843 0.707
La Sm y 1.54 1.59 2.44 2.56 2.67 3.15 1.73 1.89 2.60 1.66 0.32 0.46
Gd Yb y 0.60 0.25 0.16 0.10 0.20 0.09 0.16 0.32 0.13 0.18 0.41 0.34
La Yb y 0.88 0.19 0.24 0.30 0.26 0.34 0.22 0.27 0.20 0.40 0.06 0.08
® @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ ©) ©)
Du— Hb— L— o=V U @ (—LREE @—LREE o
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Continued Table 3

DI280-1 DILA418-1 DLA484-1 DIL549-1 DL601-3 DL602-1 DL609-1 P12-1 P15-1 P21-1 P7-1

Du Du Hb Du Du Hb Du Hb Du Du Du
SO, 44.14 43.96 44.08 44.46 44.04 43.08 44.36 43.96 44.54 44.64 43.48
TiO, 0.019 0.007 0.005 0.006 0.006 0.006 0.004 0.004 0.021 0.001 0.006
ALO; 1.02 1.02 1.29 0.86 0.97 1.03 0.90 1.04 0.93 0.87 0.62
Fe,04 1.40 1.92 1.64 1.68 1.42 2.56 1.37 2.76 2.18 2.42 1.32
FeO 6.69 6.64 6.29 6.82 6.60 5.54 7.12 6.13 6.42 6.77 7.12
MnO 0.132 0.131 0.128 0.130 0.125 0.123 0.130 0.134 0.130 0.134 0.128
MgO 43.78 43.40 43.30 43.26 44.20 42.71 43.90 42.80 43.83 42.96 45.56
CaO 1.28 1.39 1.74 0.99 1.08 1.16 1.13 1.23 1.10 0.82 0.50
Na,O 0.296 0.216 0.219 0.151 0.154 0.171 0.205 0.035 0.001 0.015 0.175
K,O 0.019 0.033 0.034 0.018 0.018 0.033 0.036 0.005 0.001 0.002 0.029
P05 0.020 0.015 0.012 0.013 0.012 0.012 0.007 0.008 0.006 0.008 0.018
Cr05 0.550 0.510 0.521 0.580 0.508 0.514 0.528 0.471 0.470 0.493 0.510
NiO 0.296 0.310 0.287 0.290 0.291 0.281 0.302 0.293 0.299 0.298 0.324
CO 0.017 0.017 0.016 0.018 0.016 0.015 0.017 0.018 0.019 0.019 0.018
0.18 0.06 0.04 0.06 0.11 2.34 0.08 0.77 0.01 0.01 0.07
99.84 99.63 99.60 99.34 99.55 99.58 100.09 99.66 99.95 99.46 99.88
ALO; SO, 0.023 0.023 0.029 0.019 0.022 0.024 0.020 0.024 0.021 0.020 0.014
MgO SO, 0.99 0.99 0.98 0.97 1.00 0.99 0.99 0.97 0.98 0.96 1.05
Rb 2.046 4.579 2.207 5.137 1.970 19.640 2.419 1.913 1.737 1.788 2.327
Sr 9.347 1.086 4.281 2.836 0.835 1.074 1.338 1.157 1.754 1.013 0.889
Ba 52.00 13.55 49.29 22.65 12.33 13.09 14.06 14.50 16.05 13.57 14.89
Ti 48.50 45.00 62.20 39.50 31.20 41.20 39.50 49.00 38.90 31.50 25.90
Th 0.683 1.083 0.783 0.89%4 0.782 3.442 0.849 0.774 0.765 0.665 0.860
U 0.314 0.409 0.387 0.335 0.380 0.596 0.432 0.575 0.366 0.318 0.470
Nb 0.542 0.554 0.478 0.880 0.480 0.498 0.475 0.475 0.429 0.397 0.476
Zr 2.440 2.360 3.670 4.700 3.330 3.340 3.470 3.430 2.450 4.220 2.760
Hf 0.088 0.077 0.110 0.140 0.100 0.095 0.110 0.098 0.071 0.120 0.076
Co 119.5 119.8 109.1 118.6 113.5 111.4 116.2 114.2 110.6 110.6 119.1
Ni 2 655 2640 2592 2649 2709 2604 2770 2639 2633 2611 2948
Cr 3642 3504 3481 3575 3424 3398 3373 3296 3423 3200 3306
Vv 43.97 43.14 43.02 35.18 38.63 42.56 41.60 42.69 41.20 40.44 16.94
S 11.70 12.12 12.83 11.68 9.08 9.30 9.98 10.93 10.65 11.02 4.82
Y 1.65 0.45 0.67 0.79 0.30 2.86 0.43 0.71 0.86 0.54 0.81
Pb 1.35 0.76 1.82 0.64 0.81 0.54 0.50 0.36 1.38 1.08 2.09
La 0.150 0.120 0.150 0.150 0.110 0.140 0.150 0.140 0.140 0.120 0.180
Ce 0.280 0.230 0.270 0.240 0.200 0.230 0.300 0.270 0.200 0.230 0.320
Pr 0.035 0.029 0.035 0.030 0.027 0.029 0.036 0.033 0.025 0.030 0.038
Nd 0.120 0.102 0.117 0.108 0.091 0.098 0.122 0.105 0.092 0.108 0.128
Sm 0.025 0.020 0.024 0.022 0.018 0.020 0.024 0.022 0.019 0.023 0.027
Eu 0.006 0.004 0.005 0.005 0.004 0.004 0.007 0.005 0.004 0.005 0.006
Gd 0.015 0.012 0.018 0.014 0.010 0.012 0.015 0.015 0.011 0.014 0.018
Tb 0.004 0.003 0.005 0.003 0.002 0.003 0.003 0.004 0.003 0.003 0.004
Dy 0.027 0.027 0.041 0.023 0.017 0.021 0.023 0.030 0.020 0.018 0.022
Ho 0.007 0.007 0.011 0.005 0.004 0.006 0.006 0.008 0.005 0.005 0.005
Er 0.027 0.027 0.041 0.019 0.017 0.023 0.022 0.030 0.022 0.019 0.015
Tin 0.005 0.006 0.008 0.004 0.004 0.005 0.005 0.006 0.005 0.004 0.003
Yb 0.047 0.047 0.063 0.031 0.033 0.041 0.039 0.050 0.040 0.037 0.020
Lu 0.009 0.009 0.011 0.006 0.006 0.008 0.007 0.009 0.007 0.007 0.004
> REE 0.757 0.643 0.799 0.660 0.543 0.640 0.759 0.727 0.593 0.623 0.790
La Sm 3.87 3.87 4.03 4.40 3.95 4.52 4.03 4.11 4.76 3.37 4.30
Gd Yb y 0.26 0.21 0.24 0.37 0.25 0.24 0.32 0.25 0.23 0.31 0.74
La Yb v 2.29 1.83 1.71 3.47 2.39 2.45 2.76 2.01 2.51 2.33 6.46
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