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On the Connotation and Extension of Natural Resource Law

BAI Xuhut

(South China Sea Institute of Planning and Environmental Research, SOA,Guangzhou 510300, China)

Abstract: By discussing the differences between the concepts of natural resource in the scientific
sense and the legal sense,this paper focused on the essence and main characteristics of the regula-
tion of natural resource law in such social activities as natural resource development, utilization,
management and protection. The current domestic and foreign views on the connotation and ex-
tension of natural resource law are not consistent, but some of the “generic” content in natural re-
source law keep stable.,which help us to better understand the law in theory and apply the law in
practice. The legal norms directly related to natural resource should be or can be included in the
categories of natural resource law;the general concept and the special concept of natural resource
law should be distinguished according to the specific application fields;natural resource law has
certain standards of values and the dynamic balance or periodic emphasis between its development
values and protection values must be considered. The legal construction of natural resource should
be scientifically promoted to speed up the modernization process of natural resource governance
systems and governance capabilities.
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