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The US Offshore Oil and Gas Leasing Program and Its EIA System
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(CNOOC Research Institute Co.,Ltd.,Beijing 100028, China)

Abstract: The environmental impact assessment (EIA) is the foundation for each phase of the
offshore oil and gas programs on outer continental shelf (OCS) in the US.This paper started from
introducing the jurisdiction of the OCS and then stepped through the four phases of the oil and
gas programs and their associated environmental impact documents. The EIA system,work proce-
dure and content were analyzed in detail. Advices were given for the EIA of offshore oil and gas
programs in China based on the findings of the same field in the US,i.e.,Programmatic EIA is de-
veloped first; Public participation is involved at the very early stage; Government is responsible
for the whole process of EIA preparation; EIA approval does not equal to issuing pollutant dis-
charge permit.
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