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Abstract:In order to evaluate the implementation of America’s maritime strategies and the evol-
ving trend of United States Coast Guard (USCG) , this paper investigated the evolvement history
of USCG’s functions and its institutional advantages.The developing history of the USCG was di-
vided into three phrases: 1.1t only belonged to the nature of constabulary force; 2.1t belonged to
the nature of military force; 3.Its nature changed between the two forces. Three characteristics
were figured out in the course of functional transition:1.Major emergencies might lead to signifi-
cant change of the USCG’s functions;2.The changes in the functions were related to the US na-
tional strategy,but not completely synchronized; 3. The integration of the USCG’s constabulary
and military natures.Finally, three advantages of the USCG were summarized:1.the integration of

its maritime law enforcement agencies and clear responsibilities; 2. the full play to the USCG’s
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functions to perform offshore missions;3.its high mobility and flexibility.

Key words: Coast guard, Maritime law enforcement, Sea police agency, National security,
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