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Fig-1 Development of potassium salts industry in Chaerhan Lake
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Exploitation of Lithium in Salt Lakes and Environment

GAO Shiyang
(Institute of Salt Lakes, Chinese Academy of Sciences, X ian10043)

Abstract: Lithium and lithium Salts will gain much importance in the fields of energy and
new material science- In passed years, lithium salts were produced mainly from lithium ~con-
taining minerals- But at the beginning of Zlth Century, they will primarily come from salt lake
brines, some brines in the salt lakes of chaidamu Basin, Qinghai province, have huge amount of
lithium with a high content and other salts as well: In order to help develop our western econo-
my> it is suggested that the exploitation of lithium in salt lakes and the relevant environmental
protection be listed as a major national research project-
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