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DESCRIPTION OF A NEW SPECIES OF SQUALIDAE OF CHINA
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ABSTRACT

Squalus acutirostris sp. nov.

Body elongate. Head long, depressed, a little less than 1/4 of total length. Length
of snout 1.3-—1.5 times of eye diameter. Tail slender, about equal in the length of head
and trunk. Hye large, oval, no nictitating membrane or fold, its horizontal diameter
about 2.3—2.5 times of nostrils. Nostrils small, slightly oblique, anterior nasal valve
in a subtriangular lobe, with a very small lobe at its base, its inner end nearer to tip
of snout than to mouth. Mouth broad aud only slightly arched, its width 3/5—4/5 in
the preoral length. Teeth similar in both jaws, smooth edged with single sharp cusp,
inner margin curved outward to form a transverse cutting edge. Gill openings small,
in front of the pectorals, located low down on sides.

Dorsal spines strong. First dorsal small. Second dorsal smaller than lst dorsal,
length of under margin 1.2—1.4 times of its height and 1.2—1.3 times of its anterior
margin, posterior tip sharply pointed. Candal 1/5 in total length. Ventral entirely
anterior to the 2nd dorsal. Pectorals wide, subtriangular, length of anterior margin
1.8 times of snout.

Dark brown, merging to brownish-white below.

The present species differs from 8. brewvirostris Tanaka, S. mitsukwrii Jordan et
Fowler of China and Japan, and S. fernendinus Molina of Australia in under margin
of 2nd dorsal 1.2—1.4 times of its height and 1.2—1.3 times of its anterior margin (vs.
shorter) ; Length of snout 1.3—1.5 times of eye diameter (vs. about equal in S. Ore-
virostris and §. fernondinus, 2.0 times in 8. mitsukurii) ; length of anterior margin of
pectorals 1.8 times of snout (vs. 2.6 in 8. brevirostris, 2.7—2.8 in 8. mitsukurii and S.
fernandinus).

Holotype No. D01562, total length 651mm ('), collected on April 21, 1982, at
the depth 394 m in South China Sea, kept in South China Sea Fisheries Research In-
stitute.

Paratype No. D01567, total length 719 mm (9); D01548, 895 mm (&) ; D01473,
719mm (d'); collected on April 13 and 21, 1982, depth 492—525m in South China
Sea, kept in Shanghai Fisheries College.



