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The Development Model for Island Ecological Tourism:

a Case of Changdao Island in Shandong Province
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Abstract ; Results of the research on the developing model for island ecological tourism will help
mature island destinations develop new products to increase revenue, while also help new entrants
develop a first-mover advantage. By studying the domestic and foreign theory and practice of is-
land ecotourism,five characteristics of island ecological tourism were first proposed and a classifi-
cation model was developed following either a strict, moderate or loose ecotourism developing
model,according to the interference of developing activities with island ecosystem rating from low
to high. Ecotourism resources of Changdao Island were screened and different developing models
were compared, which proved that Changdao should utilize a strict ecotourism developingmodel

and implement the ecotourism strategy with marine wildlife as core attractions. The strategy
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would help attain a market differentiation and gain the worldwide market,favoring long-term sus-

tainable development of local economy,society and ecology.

Keywords: Island development, Ecotourism, Ecological civilization, Sustainable development,

Changdao Island
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